OBAMA 22 BIDEN

BARACKOBAMA.COM

President Obama’s Health Care Law Is Already Helping Millions of Michiganders

For years, the health insurance market has been broken for American consumers. Families have struggled to afford
insurance as premiums rose three times faster than wages over the last decade, all while insurance companies had free
reign to drop care, deny care, and limit care. The 129 million people with pre-existing conditions could be denied
coverage by private insurance companies, and millions of Americans were uninsured, underinsured, or worried about
losing the coverage they had.

President Obama believes that quality, affordable health insurance you can rely on is at the heart of middle class
security. That’s why he fought for a health care law that would help all Americans not only obtain coverage but also
become more secure in the coverage they have. In the two years since the Affordable Care Act passed, the law has
already brought that security to people across the country. In fact, millions of Michiganders have already experienced
firsthand the important benefits of the health care law. From seniors with Medicare, to women getting mammograms,
to children living with pre-existing conditions, Michigan families are seeing the health care law in action. These benefits
include:

¢ Before the health care law, too many Americans skipped needed preventive care because of the costs. Since the law
passed 2.8 million Michiganders have benefited from new rules providing access to preventive care — like
mammograms, colon cancer screenings, and immunizations — with no out of pocket costs, which will improve their
health and quality of life while also reducing health costs.

* Insurance companies used to be able to raise rates without transparency or explanation, cancel a family’s insurance
coverage because of trivial paperwork mistakes, or put lifetime caps on the amount of care a patient could receive if
she was diagnosed with a serious condition like breast cancer. Because of the health care law, those days have
come to end, protecting 6 million Michiganders.

¢ 556,000 Michigan children have pre-existing conditions. The health care law makes sure that no insurance company
can ever again deny coverage to these children because of their health.

¢ Before the Affordable Care Act insurance companies would kick young people off their parents’ plan when they
graduated from school, often before they had a good job with benefits, which made young people the group most
likely to be uninsured. The health care law requires insurance companies to let young people stay on their family
plan until age 26, and today an additional 58,000 young adults in Michigan are now covered through their parents’
plans.

* The health care law protects and strengthens Medicare. 1.7 million Michigan seniors now benefit from a stronger
Medicare program. The solvency of the program has been extended by eight years, and new prescription drug
discounts have saved 84,000 Michigan seniors an average of $580.

* Insurance companies have often charged women 50% more than men for the exact some health coverage — just
because of their gender. Soon, 3 million Michigan women and girls will be protected against discrimination, such as
higher premiums just because they are women.

In the coming months, the benefits of the Affordable Care Act will continue to grow. New reforms will reduce costs
while promoting higher quality care. Seniors will see continued improvements in Medicare. And in two years, all
Americans will know that regardless of their circumstances — whether they lose their job, or want to change jobs, retire
early, or start a business — they’ll have access to affordable health insurance.
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In Wayne County, 11,600 seniors in the Medicare
coverage gap known as the doughnut hole got a
50% discount on their brand name drugs, saving
them an average of $590 each.

An estimated 13,400 young adults in Wayne
County who would otherwise be uninsured have
been able to stay on their parents’ health plan
because of the law.

Insurance companies are prohibited from denying
coverage to the 39,000 children in and around
Detroit with pre-existing conditions.

GRAND RAPIDS

In Kent County, 5,700 seniors in the Medicare
coverage gap known as the doughnut hole got a
50% discount on their brand name drugs, saving
them an average of $570 each.

An estimated 3,700 young adults in Kent County
who would otherwise be uninsured have been
able to stay on their parents’ health plan because
of the law.

Insurance companies are prohibited from denying
coverage to the 43,000 children in and around
Grand Rapids with pre-existing conditions.

WARREN

In Macomb County, 8,400 seniors in the Medicare
coverage gap known as the doughnut hole got a
50% discount on their brand name drugs, saving
them an average of $610 each.

An estimated 4,700 young adults in Macomb
County who would otherwise be uninsured have
been able to stay on their parents’ health plan
because of the law.

Insurance companies are prohibited from denying
coverage to the 33,000 children in and around
Warren with pre-existing conditions.

ANN ARBOR

In Washtenaw County, 1,700 seniors in the Medicare
coverage gap known as the doughnut hole got a
50% discount on their brand name drugs, saving
them an average of $610 each.

An estimated 3,100 young adults in Washtenaw
County who would otherwise be uninsured have
been able to stay on their parents’ health plan
because of the law.

Insurance companies are prohibited from denying
coverage to the 33,000 children in and around
Ann Arbor with pre-existing conditions.

LANSING

In Ingham County, 1,800 seniors in the Medicare
coverage gap known as the doughnut hole got a
50% discount on their brand name drugs, saving
them an average of $530 each.

An estimated 2,500 young adults in Ingham
County who would otherwise be uninsured have
been able to stay on their parents’ health plan
because of the law.

Insurance companies are prohibited from denying
coverage to the 39,000 children in and around
Lansing with pre-existing conditions.

FLINT

In Genesee County, 2,800 seniors in the Medicare
coverage gap known as the doughnut hole got a
50% discount on their brand name drugs, saving
them an average of $590 each.

An estimated 2,500 young adults in Genesee
County who would otherwise be uninsured have
been able to stay on their parents’ health plan
because of the law.

Insurance companies are prohibited from denying
coverage to the 37,000 children in and around
Flint with pre-existing conditions.



