An Open Letter from Detroit Religious Leaders and Allies
July 28, 2014

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters
Let the one who has no money, come... (Isaiah 55:1)

Friends in Faith and Fellow Citizens:

In our traditions water is a free grace, part of the great gift that underlies all creation. We drink it as life
itself. We wade through it to freedom. And in conversion we are immersed and sprinkled and cleansed.
We wash our feet, so to pray. In season we know to honor it even by fasting from it. It is the lifeblood of
the planet, circulating as river and rain. Water is the very emblem of the commons, what we hold together
as one. We share it beholden to local indigenous peoples who understood, understand this deeply. For
governments which serve the people, a water system is a public trust, held in trust for this generation and
those to come. For the United Nations access to clean potable water is counted a human right.

In Detroit the largest basin of fresh water in the world flows by us through the river, “the strait.”

But in Detroit, under emergency management, as many as 150,000 homes are threatened with shut-off, up
to 3,000 per week, largely by private contractors. People, including children, the elderly and infirm, wake
up in the morning to find themselves unable to drink, cook, wash, or flush toilets. In fact, two thirds of
these homes are occupied by children. People without water fear losing their children to protective
services. They can be driven from their homes, their neighborhood, their city.

On June 18, 2014 a complaint charging a violation of human rights was filed with the United Nations.

Three Special Rapporteurs have already responded in a written statement, stressing the urgency of the

situation: “Disconnection of water services because of failure to pay due to lack of means constitutes a
violation of the human right to water and other international human rights.”

As religious leaders and communities we join our voices to say: In the name of humanity stop the shut-
offs.

To Detroiters we say, alert, defend and protect your neighbors from shut-off. To Faith communities we
say, become stations of water distribution (for information and guidance on this call 1-844-42WATER),
as well as places of education, community and resistance. To Water workers, we say refuse to cut off your
fellow citizens. To the Water Board, we say reverse this inhuman policy: turn their water back on. To the
City Council, we say stop compounding this travesty with rate increases and other complicity. Revive and
implement the Water Affordability Program. To the Governor we say: cease privatization and call off this
action taken under emergency management.

To our God we pray, defend the children, the least, the poor. Help us to do so this day. Let your justice
roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever flowing stream.

Sincerely,



Rt. Rev'd Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr. Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of Michigan

Bishop Deborah Lieder Kiesey, Bishop of the Michigan Area of The United Methodist Church
Bishop Thomas Gumbleton, Archdiocese of Detroit

Rev. Dr. Campbell Lovett, Conference Minister, Michigan Conference United Church of Christ
Dr. Stephen Murray, President, Ecumenical Theological Seminary

Dr. Kenneth Harris, Dean — Ecumenical Theological Seminary

Detroit

Rev. JoAnn Watson, Associate Pastor, West Side Unity Church

Rev. Bill Wylie-Kellermann, St. Peter's Episcopal

Rev. Charles Williams lll, Historic King Solomon Baptist Church, National Action Network
Sr. Gloria Rivera, IHM, Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit

Rev. Paul Perez, Director of Mission and Justice Engagement, Detroit Conference United Methodist
Sr. Mary Ellen Howard, RSM, Sisters of Mercy, Detroit

Dr. Paul von Oeyen, Social Justice Facilitator, Detroit Metropolitan Association, U.C.C.
Dr. Jim Perkinson, Professor, Ecumenical Theological Seminary

Fa. Thomas Lumpkin, Day House- Detroit Catholic Worker

Brother Jerry Smith, Executive Director, Capuchin Soup Kitchen

Rev. David Bullock, Greater St Matthews Missionary Baptist Church, Change Agent Consortium
Rev. Denise Griebler, Detroit (Pastor, 1st United Church of Christ, Richmond)

Detroit Catholic Pastoral Alliance

Michigan Concerned Pastors

Bishop Walter Stargill,

Rev. Louis Forsythe, Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Matthew Bode, Detroit Lutheran Cooperative Parish

Rev, Melanie Cary, Detroit Renaissance District Superintendent, United Methodist Church
Rev. Edwin Rowe, Retired pastor, Detroit Conference United Methodist Church

Rev. Maurice Rudds, Greater Mt. Tabor Misionary Baptist Church

Sr. Nancy Sylvester, IHM, President, Institute for Communal Contemplation and Dialogue
Rev. Baye Landy, Shrine of the Black Madonna U.C.C.

Rev Gary Bennett, Shrine of the Black Madonna U.C.C.

Rev. Pat Kirby, Shrine of the Black Madonna U.C.C.

Fa. Norman Thomas, Sacred Heart RC

Rev. Willie Walker, Lovejoy Church of God in Christ

Rev. Frank Jackson, Metropolitan AME Zion Church

Rev. P.J. Anderson D.Min., Space for Grace Fellowship Center U.C.C.

Re. Charles Williams Sr., Historic King Solomon Baptist Church

Zwadie Chalmers, Shrine of the Black Madonna U.C.C.

Kim Redigan, Theology Dept. University of Detroit High School, Sec. Pax Christi Michigan
Rev. Peter Klein, Church of the Messiah, Detroit

Dr. Daryll Totty,



Sr. Therese Terns, IHM, Peacemakers, Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters & Associate
Sr. Cathey DeSantis, Detroit Catholic Pastoral Alliance

Sr. Paula Cathcart, IHM, Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit

Rev. Marcia L. Ledford, Priest-in-Charge, La Iglesia Detroit

Fa. Ray Stadmeyer OFM Cap, Pastor, St. Charles Borromeo Church Detroit

Sr. Judith Mouch, RSM, MSN, Sisters of Mercy, Detroit

Sr. Elizabeth Waters, IHM, Meta Peace Team

Rev. Courtney Williams, Brightmoor Aldersgate UMC

Rev. John Talk, Christ Church Episcopal Detroit

Rev'd Canon E. Mark Stevenson, Domestic Poverty Missioner, Episcopal Church
Rev. Thomas H. Priest, Redeemer UMC

Rev. Michael Johnson, Detroit Lutheran Cooperative Parish

Rev. Lindsay Anderson, Detroit Lutheran Cooperative Parish

Rev. Kevin Johnson, Calvary Presbyterian

Dr. James Waddell, Ecumenical Theological Seminary

Rev. Patrick Gehagan, Detroit Lutheran Cooperative Parish

Elder Leslie Mathews, Prayer With Fire Ministries

Ethan Drutchas St. Paul U.C.C. Taylor

Detroit Metro

Rev. Louise Ott Senior Pastor, Congregational Church of Birmingham, U.C.C.
Drew Downs, Rector, St. Paul's Episcopal Church, St. Clair

Kimi Riegel, Pastor, Unitarian Universalist Church, Southfield

Rev. Susan K. Bock, Grace Episcopal Church, Mount Clemens

Kate McCutchen, Trinity Episcopal Church, Belleville

Judith Erb, St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, Ann Arbor

Jean-Pierre Seguin, Canterbury House Ann Arbor

Margo Strakosch, Canterbury House Ann Arbor

Mary Wessel Walker, Canterbury House Ann Arbor

Clara Bosak-Schroeder, Canterbury House Ann Arbor

Rev. Bea Fraser-Soots

Ann Evans Larimore, Episcopal Church of the Incarnation, Pittsfield Twp.
William Hale, Priest in Charge, St. Luke’s, Allen Park & Christ the King, Taylor
Kathy Braun, Episcopal Church of the Incarnation, Ann Arbor

Martha Rabaut, I.H.M., Peace Team, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Rev. George Covintree, Pastor, St. Matthew's UMC, Livonia

Rev. Christine Humphrey

Rev, Susan Yomans

Rev. Kelsay Parker, Pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church, Richmond

Sister Catherine DeClercq, West Bloomfield, Ml

Bartosz Kumar, Director of Movement Politics, Michigan United

Elder Leslie Matthews, Faith Coordinator, Michigan United



Rev. George Covintree, St. Matthew's UMC, Livonia, Ml
Rev Paul Melrose Retired Detroit Conference, United Methodist Church
Rev. Rahim Shabazz, Pastor. Saginaw West Michigan Avenue United Methodist Church

State

Rev. R.J. Hronek, Prophetic Integrity Facilitator, Michigan Conference, U.C.C.
Pax Christi Michigan

Rev. Jim Kellermann, Retired United Methodist Clergy

Charles W. Millar, Perry, Ml

Michael J. Anton, Retired ELCA pastor, Hastings, Ml

Rev. Elizabeth Morris Downie

Diane Holley North Westminster Presbyterian - Lansing

Sister Ann Remkus, OP, Adrian Domincans Sisters

Rev. Kelsay O. Parker, Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA, Richmond, Ml
Sr. Barbara Cervenka, O.P., Adrian Dominican Sisters

Christine Matthews, OP, Adrian Dominican Sisters

Marilyn Barnett, OP, Adrian Dominican Sisters

Patricia N. Benson, OP, Ph.D., Adrian Dominican Sisters

Sister Mary Catherine Gagliano, OP, Adrian Dominican Sisters
Sister Rita Schiltz, OP, Adrian Dominican Sisters

Sister Barbara Chenicek, OP, Adrian Dominican Sisters

Sister Margaret Karam, O.P., Adrian Dominican Sisters

Sister Sara Fairbanks, OP, Adrian Dominican Sisters

Rita Schiltz, OP, Inai Studio/Adrian Dominican Sisters

Sister Jeanine Boivin, OP, Adrian Dominican Sisters

Sister Jean Horger, Adrian Dominican Sisters

Sister Carol Johannes, O.P., Adrian Dominican Sisters, St. Mary's Student Parish, Ann Arbor
Christa Marsik, OP, Adrian Dominican Sisters

National

Dr. Walter Brueggemann, United Church of Christ

Rev. James Moos, Executive Minister, United Church of Christ, Cleveland

Rev. Linda Jaramillo, Executive Minister, United Church of Christ, Cleveland

Rev. Dr. Susan T. Henry-Crowe, General Secretary, Board of Church and Society, United Methodist Ch.
Mark A. Jenkins Rector, St. James, Keene, New Hampshire

Rev. Marilyn Pagan-Banks, Executive Director, A Just Harvest

Rev. Osagyefo Sekou, Formation and Justice, First Baptist Church in Jamaica Plain (Boston, MA)
Bishop John Selders, Amistad UCC, Hartford CT

Rev. Nelson and Joyce Johnson, The Beloved Community Center, Greensboro, NC

Rev. Dr. Shanta Premawardhana, Seminary Consortium for Urban Pastoral Education

Rev. Joyce Hollyday, Pastor, Circle of Mercy, Asheville, NC

Rev. Kazi Joshua, Allegheny College



Dr. Yvonne Delk, founder Center for African American Theological Studies, Chicago
Sister Mary Kay Flanigan, OSF, 8th Day Center for Justice, Chcago, IL

Rev. Daniel Dale, Wellington Avenue United Church of Christ, Chicago, IL

Rev. Dr. Jim Moos, Executive Minister, Wider Church Ministries, United Church of Christ
Sr. Corinne Florek, OP, Oakland, CA

Rev. Jana R. Reister, Knox Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati OH

Sister Rita A. Bozel, Daughters of Charity, St. Louis

Rev. Linda Johnson Seyenkulo, Pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church, Park Forest, IL

Jeff Neuman-Lee, Pastor, Prince of Peace Church of the Brethren, Littleton Colorado
Sister Mary Grace Higgins DC, Daughters of Charity

Organizations

Institute Justice Team, Sisters of Mercy of the Americas

Sisters of Mercy, West Midwest Justice Team

Pax Christi Michigan

Global Action at Mercy International Association Sisters of Mercy
Mercy International Association at the UN

Leadership Team of the Congregation of St. Joseph

Detroit Catholic Pastoral Alliance

Adrian Dominican Sisters

CC: Detroit City Council

Detroit Board of Water Commissioners
Homrich Wrecking, Inc

Judge Stephen Rhodes

Governor Richard Snyder



